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Alpine highland are in the path of the westerly 
winds of the cool belt, and are therefore well 
supplied with rainfall. Cereals are plentiful in 
the rolling uplands, and many of the sunny 
slopes of the river 
valleys are covered 
with vineyards. 
Most of the 
grapes are used 
in making wine, 
some of which 
is sent to our 
country. 







A large and 
thriving industry, 
on the plains reach- 
ing from France through Germany and into the valley 
of the Danube, consists in raising sugar-beets and 
making sugar from their juice. 

We have learned that iron ore, coal and other miner- 
als abound in the old mountain uplands. These products 
have led to the building of mills and factories of almost 
every kind. Clothand iron goods are leading manufac- 
tures. © 

Excellent clay for making pottery, and sand for mak- 
ing glass, are found in many parts of the region west 
and north of the Swiss highland. 

The western part of Low Europe is thickly settled, 
because the climate is good, the country is suited to easy 
travel, and products are plentiful. Among the great 
centres of trade are Paris, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Ham- 
burg and Berlin. 


Battle-scarred House, Waterloo, 
Belgium. 


11. Countries of Low Hurope—Western 
Part. 

Tur German Emprre.—The German Empire 
consists of a FEpERAL Union of twenty-five 
states and the newly-acquired province of 
Alsace-Lorraine. 

It has rich coal and iron mines, beds of clay 
for making porcelain, and sand for making 
glass. The river valleys of this country are 


famous for their wine grapes. Large areas are 
planted with sugar-beets and with cereals. 

The principal manufactures of this country 
are cloth, iron articles, beet sugar, glass, and 
porcelain. 
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EUROPE, 


It ranks second among commercial coun- 
tries. It touches every one of the great 
countries on the continent of Europe. Its 
position on the Baltic enables it to trade with 
the countries on this sea; its coast upon the 
German Ocean gives it free access to Great 
Britain, America, and the rest of the world. 
It has railroad communication with every 
country on the Continent. Its domestic trade 
is greatly facilitated by canals which connect 
all its navigable rivers. A great ship canal, 
the Kaiser Wilhelm, connects the Baltic and 
North Seas. Itis 61 miles long and 293 feet 
deep. It saves two days’ time of all steamers 
from Hamburg to all Baltic ports, as compared 
with the old journey round the Skaw. 


Berlin, the capital, is the third city in size in 
Europe. iv is a great trade centre, having extensive 
manufactures in woollens, silks, cottons, cast-iron goods, 
and porcelain. It is also a noted “Residence and 
University City.” 

Leipsic is a great railroad centre. It is the greatest 
fur and leather market in the world; it is also the centre 
of the German book trade. 


Munich and Dresden have great galleries of 
painting and sculpture. Munich is the “city of 
museums.” 

Hamburg, on the Elbe, is the fifth seaport of the 
world and the second city of the German Empire. At 
high tide the harbor has less than 25 feet of water, 
and the largest ships load and unload at Cuxhaven, the 
outer-port of Ham- 
burg. 

Dantzic, on 
the Vistula, 
is the chief 
port on the 









